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ABSTRACT

The EU Ecodesign Directive is a product-oriented policy tool that seeks to integrate
environmental aspects in the design phase of products with the goal to improve their
environmental performance throughout a product’s entire life cycle. It is generally
accepted that the majority of environmental and cost impacts of a product are
determined during the design phase, often long before these impacts actually manifest
themselves. This talk will take the example of the Ecodesign Directive, and will
illustrate how environmental policy making happens in reality in the European Union.
Starting from general principles and key steps, various elements of policy development
will be discussed.
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